Land Acknowledgement for Cochise County

We respectfully acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral and traditional territories of the Chiricahua Apache, whose great leader Cochise lived and led in these lands, as well as other Apache bands, the Tohono O'odham, and their ancestors. This region of magnificent sky islands, grasslands, and desert valleys has sustained Indigenous peoples since time immemorial.
We specifically recognize:
· The Chiricahua Apache people, for whom these mountains were their traditional homeland
· The San Carlos Apache Tribe and the Fort Sill Apache Tribe, who maintain strong connections to this region
· The Tohono O'odham Nation, whose historical territories include parts of this area
· The profound legacy of Chief Cochise, whose name this county bears, and his commitment to protecting his people's homeland
This region holds particular significance as:
· The traditional homeland of the Chiricahua Apache people
· A landscape dotted with sacred sites and historical places
· A corridor of cultural exchange between different Indigenous nations
· The site of significant historical events that shaped Native American history
Historical Context
We acknowledge the historical trauma experienced by Indigenous peoples in this region, including:
· The forced removal of the Chiricahua Apache from their ancestral lands
· The displacement of Native peoples during American westward expansion
· The artificial division of traditional territories by national borders
· The ongoing impacts of these historical events on Indigenous communities
Geographic and Cultural Significance
The region is characterized by:
· The Chiricahua Mountains, traditional Apache stronghold and sacred place
· Ancient trade routes connecting Indigenous nations
· Traditional gathering places for medicinal plants and foods
· Historical water sources that sustained Indigenous communities
· Landscapes that remain significant for ceremonial and cultural practices


We acknowledge that:
· These lands maintain deep spiritual and cultural significance
· Indigenous knowledge of desert ecosystems continues to inform environmental stewardship
· Native communities maintain strong connections to these territories
· Traditional ecological knowledge remains vital for understanding this unique environment
Border Context
We specifically recognize that:
· Traditional Indigenous territories extend beyond current political borders
· Native peoples maintain connections to communities on both sides of the border
· Traditional movements and relationships continue despite modern political boundaries
· The border has created unique challenges for Indigenous communities
We commit to:
· Honoring the sovereignty of tribal nations
· Supporting Indigenous-led initiatives for cultural preservation
· Learning from traditional knowledge systems
· Promoting awareness of both historical and contemporary Indigenous presence
· Understanding that land acknowledgment is only a first step toward meaningful action
Contemporary Recognition
[bookmark: _GoBack]We recognize that:
· Indigenous communities continue to maintain strong connections to these lands
· Traditional practices and knowledge systems remain vital and relevant
· Tribal sovereignty is fundamental to respectful relationships
· Native peoples are active participants in shaping our region's future
· Indigenous perspectives are crucial for understanding and protecting this landscape
Historical Name Context
Cochise County is named after the renowned Chiricahua Apache leader Cochise (c. 1805-1874), whose name was K'uu-ch'ish ("oak") in Apache. His leadership, wisdom, and dedication to protecting his people's homeland continue to inspire respect and reflection today.

This acknowledgment is a living document that reflects our ongoing commitment to respect, understanding, and collaboration with the Indigenous peoples of this region.

