Land Acknowledgement for Mohave County
We respectfully acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral and traditional territories of the Mohave (Mojave) people, who call themselves the Aha Macav - "People Who Live Along the River." This region is also the traditional homeland of the Hualapai ("People of the Tall Pines"), and Chemehuevi, who are Southern Paiute people. The mighty Colorado River, known as 'Aha Kwahwat in Mojave language, has been the lifeline of these communities for countless generations.
We specifically recognize
· The Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, whose reservation spans Arizona, Nevada, and California
· The Hualapai Tribe, whose lands include part of the Grand Canyon
· The Chemehuevi Indian Tribe, whose connections to this region remain strong
These peoples have been stewards of this land since time immemorial, developing sophisticated knowledge of desert ecology, river navigation, and sustainable living practices that continue to inform our understanding of this unique environment.
Land Acknowledgement for La Paz County
We respectfully acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral and traditional territories of the Mohave (Mojave), Chemehuevi, and Quechan (Yuma) peoples. The Colorado River, which forms the county's western boundary, has been central to Indigenous life, spirituality, and commerce for thousands of years.
We specifically recognize:
· The Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT), a tribal nation comprising Mohave, Chemehuevi, Hopi, and Navajo peoples
· The Quechan Indian Tribe, whose traditional territories extend along the Colorado River
· The ancestral connections of the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe to this region
These Indigenous nations have maintained their cultural practices, languages, and traditions despite historical challenges, and continue to be vital members of our regional community.
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We acknowledge that:
· These territories were never ceded through a treaty
· The Colorado River remains a sacred lifeline for Indigenous communities
· Native peoples maintain profound spiritual and cultural connections to these lands
· Indigenous knowledge of desert and river ecosystems is vital for regional sustainability
We commit to:
· Honoring the sovereignty of all tribal nations in our region
· Supporting Indigenous-led initiatives and cultural preservation efforts
· Learning from traditional ecological knowledge
· Promoting awareness of Indigenous histories, cultures, and contemporary presence
· Recognizing that acknowledgment is only a first step toward meaningful action

These acknowledgments are living documents that reflect our ongoing commitment to respect, understanding, and collaboration with the Indigenous peoples of these regions.
Important Cultural and Geographic Context
· The Colorado River is central to the creation stories, spirituality, and daily life of river tribes
· Traditional territories often crossed current county and state boundaries
· Indigenous peoples developed sophisticated agricultural and water management systems
· Many sacred sites and cultural landscapes remain actively used for ceremonies and traditional practices

