Land Acknowledgement for Pinal County

We respectfully acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral and traditional territories of several Indigenous peoples, including the O'odham, Apache, and Yavapai peoples. This region, known today as Pinal County, sits at an important crossroads of Indigenous cultures and continues to be home to vibrant Native communities.
We specifically recognize:
· The Gila River Indian Community, comprised of the Akimel O'odham (Pima) and the Pee-Posh (Maricopa) peoples
· The Ak-Chin Indian Community, who maintain strong agricultural traditions
· The San Carlos Apache Tribe, whose ancestral connections to this region remain strong
· The Tohono O'odham Nation, whose historical territories include parts of this region

This land holds profound significance as the home of the ancestral Hohokam civilization, whose remarkable achievements include:
· Creating one of the most sophisticated irrigation systems in pre-Columbian North America
· Developing innovative desert farming techniques that sustained large populations
· Building extensive trade networks throughout the region
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Establishing cultural practices that continue to influence present-day Indigenous communities
We acknowledge that:
· These lands maintain deep spiritual and cultural significance for Indigenous peoples
· The ancient canal systems built by the Hohokam ancestors formed the foundation for modern Arizona's water infrastructure
· Traditional ecological knowledge continues to inform sustainable desert living practices
· Native communities remain vital contributors to our region's cultural and economic life

We commit to:
· Honoring the sovereignty of tribal nations
· Supporting Indigenous-led initiatives for cultural preservation and economic development
· Learning from traditional knowledge systems
· Promoting awareness of both historical and contemporary Indigenous presence
· Understanding that land acknowledgment is just one step toward meaningful action and partnership

Geographic and Cultural Context
This region is characterized by:
· The confluence of desert and river ecosystems
· Ancient trade routes that connected different Indigenous nations
· Sacred sites that remain important for ceremonial practices
· Agricultural traditions that span thousands of years
· The ongoing preservation of Indigenous languages and cultural practices
Contemporary Recognition
We recognize that:
· Indigenous communities continue to maintain strong connections to these lands
· Traditional practices and knowledge systems remain vital and relevant
· Tribal sovereignty is fundamental to respectful relationships
· Native peoples are active participants in shaping our region's future

This acknowledgement is a living document that reflects our ongoing commitment to respect, understanding, and collaboration with the Indigenous peoples of this region.


