Land Acknowledgement for Yuma County

We respectfully acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral and traditional territories of the Quechan (Yuma) and Cocopah (Kwapa) peoples, who have lived along the Colorado River since time immemorial. This confluence of the Colorado and Gila Rivers, known as Yuma Crossing, has been a vital crossing point and gathering place for Indigenous peoples for thousands of years.
We specifically recognize:
· The Quechan Indian Tribe, whose name for themselves is Kwatsáan ("those who descended")
· The Cocopah Indian Tribe, who call themselves Xawiƚƚ kwñchawaay ("those who live at the river")
· The profound significance of the Colorado River (Xam Kwatcan in Quechan) and Gila River to these peoples' cultural identity, spirituality, and way of life

This region holds particular significance as:
· A traditional gathering place for trade and cultural exchange
· A sacred landscape featuring prominent peaks and river valleys
· The homeland of sophisticated agricultural traditions
· A vital transportation corridor that connected Indigenous nations

We acknowledge that:
· These territories maintain deep spiritual and cultural significance
· The rivers remain central to tribal identity and traditional practices
· Indigenous knowledge of desert agriculture and water management continues to inform regional practices
· Native communities are vital contributors to our region's cultural and economic life

We commit to:
· Honoring the sovereignty of the Quechan and Cocopah Nations
· Supporting Indigenous-led initiatives and cultural preservation efforts
· Learning from traditional ecological knowledge
· Promoting awareness of both historical and contemporary Indigenous presence
· Understanding that land acknowledgement is only a first step toward meaningful action

Geographic and Cultural Significance
The region is characterized by:
· The confluence of two major rivers that sustained Indigenous life
· Ancient trade routes that connected peoples from the Pacific Coast to the interior
· Traditional farming practices adapted to the unique river environment
· Sacred sites that remain important for ceremonial practices
· The ongoing preservation of Indigenous languages and cultural traditions

Contemporary Recognition

We recognize that:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Quechan and Cocopah peoples maintain strong connections to these lands
· Traditional practices and knowledge systems remain vital and relevant
· Tribal sovereignty is fundamental to respectful relationships
· Native peoples are active participants in shaping our region's future
· Indigenous communities continue to be stewards of the river environment

This acknowledgement is a living document that reflects our ongoing commitment to respect, understanding, and collaboration with the Indigenous peoples of this region.

Language and Pronunciation Note
To honor these communities, we encourage learning the proper pronunciation of tribal names:
· Quechan: "KWUH-tsan"
· Cocopah: "KO-ko-pah"
· Kwatsáan: "kwat-SAAN"
